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We have seen the Lord! 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 
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We have seen the Lord!We have seen the Lord!We have seen the Lord!We have seen the Lord!    

Have you ever had a guest come 

to your house, somebody you were so 

happy to see? Maybe you had a visitor you 

weren’t expecting, somebody who brightened 

up your day!  

Just last week, we celebrated the greatest feast, 

when our Lord, Jesus Christ rose from the 

dead. Jesus’s followers had heard that Christ 

had risen, but some of them weren’t sure what 

to think. Some of them weren’t sure if the story 

was true. Most of them were scared. And all of them missed their teacher, 

Jesus Christ. They were sad that He was not there anymore.  

So, can you imagine how happy Jesus’s disciples were when they looked 

up and saw Jesus with them again? He stood with them, and said “Peace 

be with you.” The Bible says, “the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord.” They were glad, because Christ was with them again! Christ turned 

their sadness into joy. They had a visitor—the best visitor of all! 

We know that God is with us all the time. In another part of Bible, we read 

how Jesus promises His followers, “I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” When we know that God is with us, we also know that God will turn 

our sadness into joy too. Christ is a visitor we always want to have with us! 
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Here is another icon of the disci-

ples with Jesus. This is from the 

famous St. Mark’s Cathedral in 

Venice, Italy.  

Can you find Saint Thomas 

touching Jesus’s side? 

What’s in an icon? 

WORD SEARCH
WORD SEARCH
WORD SEARCH
WORD SEARCH    

Can you find these 

words in the jum-

ble? 
 

CHRISTIAN 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

FAITH 

JOHN OF IOANNINA 

JOY 

PEACE BE WITH YOU 

SAINT THOMAS 

S N U R F J G L M V C H C B C  

P A R M N T Y S R S W T R Q O  

K N M L L B R U C D K C E K N  

K X J O Z I E P O I I B Q U S  

W W N I H P B P D H D K C R T  

I Z A G U T N F G T Z X F H A  

K N I V G E T O Y K U B Y M N  

S A T U P L U N E V P T X Z T  

R H S J R P B S I Q U H H U I  

L O I P D M E W M A T E I C N  

D J R L P I F W T I S R Q G O  

J O H N O F I O A N N I N A P  

Z H C G I H Z F I W S A A X L  

U O Y H T I W E B E C A E P E  

J S Y F M U J O Y Y W X M Z J 

 

SADNESS TO JOY 

SAINT JOHN THE TAILOR OF IOANNINA 

Has anybody ever accused you of 
something...that you didn’t even do? Maybe some-

body broke something or hurt somebody, and then 

blamed it on you! That’s an awful feeling, espe-

cially when nobody will believe you.  

Saint John of Ioannina felt that same awful feel-

ing,  too. But people accused him of doing some-

thing much, much worse. Saint John was from the 

town of Ioannina, in Greece, but he went to live in 

Constantinople to work as a tailor (to sew clothes). 

Constantinople was ruled by the Ottoman empire, 

and all the rulers were Muslim, not Christian.  

When John was on his way to Constantinople, 

some people said that John was once Muslim. 

They said he used to be Muslim, but now was a 

Christian. John knew that wasn’t true. He had always been a Chris-

tian! Later on, those same people accused him again, and this time 

they got him in trouble. John stayed strong in his faith. He knew that 

his sadness now would turn into joy with Christ!  

John climbed onto one of the tall towers in Constantinople, and he 

sang “Christ is risen!” The Turkish rulers ordered that Saint John 

should be killed that same day. Saint John died that day. His sadness 

did turn to joy, because now this strong saint is with Christ forever! 

We celebrate this feastday on Wednesday, April 18th (May 1, OC). 


