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The True Vine
Beloved in the Lord, 

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen! 

Before I say anything else, I will ask and urge all of you to attend to four 
matters that are extremely time-sensitive as this newsletter comes into your 
hands. 

1. 100th Anniversary Dinner Dance reservations are due Friday the 13th
- details are on pg. 4
2. Cappella Romana Concert - tickets should be purchased by
Wednesday the 18th - details on pg. 9
3. 100th Anniversary photo display submissions - photo submissions
MUST be in by Friday the 13th - details on pg. 4
4. Dayton Dragons tickets - ticket deadline is May 20th - details on pg. 7

We have been announcing these items in the bulletin and emails over the 
last several weeks, but are reaching the deadline for all of them, and do not 
want anyone to miss out. These events are concentrated in this month as a 
part of our celebration of the first hundred years of the life of our parish 
community, and as we prepare for our next century together. PLEASE make 
sure to take part in these festivities, and to invite your friends and neighbors 
to join you for the public events, especially the Cappella Romana concert 
and the Dayton Dragons game. 

In truth, of course, we began our celebration together last month, with the 
annual joy of Easter. It was a rich and glorious blessing to celebrate the 
Lord’s Pascha together in late April. May the hope and the joy of the 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ sustain us all through the coming 
year; I pray that we will remain always together each and every Sunday to 
celebrate His victory over death and His gift of life to us all.  

In that vein, please direct your attention to page 10, and offer your thanks in 
the coming days and weeks to everyone who worked so hard throughout 
Holy Week to make our celebration beautiful. These are, of course, the same 
names and people that we see throughout the year, serving our Lord and our 
community, and we extend our gratitude to all of them, and to the many 
others who labor behind the scenes to sustain our shared life in Christ here 
in this place. 

It is truly a marvel to reflect on our community, and to realize that a hundred 
years have passed already. It is a miracle that so many of the families that 
founded the parish in 1921 remain pillars of the community. It is testament 
to their devotion to their Faith and their family, and to the Lord’s 
faithfulness in sustaining them and us through the decades. It is a further 
wonder to see so many other families that have become grafted into the 
community, partaking of the blessings of this parish family and bringing 
new life and energy to contribute to the future. This is the ongoing marvel of 
the Lord’s work in our shared life together: He sustains and unites the 
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Faithful across time and space, and blesses everyone who encounters Him in our worship and life, so that the 
good things that we receive from Him overflow in our lives and in the lives of everyone who knows us. As we 
live our shared life in Christ, we become living icons of the Lord’s love and glory, His blessing to our Dayton 
community and to the entire world. 
 
If we consider this as a job and responsibility that WE have to execute, it is exhausting to contemplate such a 
burden. But if we cast our minds back to the founding of the community a hundred years ago, we will quickly 
realize that none of those founders had in mind that burden or responsibility. They were simply doing what 
needed to be done to uphold the tradition they had received, and to pass it on to their children. All the blessings 
that have come to us, and that the Lord has worked through this parish over the last century, are the fruit of 
that simple goal. They chose to be Faithful to the Lord; and in His faithfulness, He has made them, and all of 
us, instruments of His grace and glory. 
 
As we address ourselves to the months and years to come, then, we do not need to shoulder the burden of 
transforming or fixing the neighborhood, the city, or the world in which we live. If we are Faithful, the Lord 
will accomplish that Himself, in His patient and marvelous way. We should, of course, understand that this 
transformation, not just of our lives and those of our children, but of everyone and everything around us, IS 
indeed His purpose, and it is necessary that we ensure that we are always willing and active participants in this 
purpose. But fundamentally, our responsibility is to be Faithful to the Lord and to His Church, and to live our 
lives as Orthodox Christians. 
 
And this is surely enough of a responsibility for us to bear. The world around us does not make it easy for us to 
be faithful Orthodox Christians. Everywhere we go, and in everything we do, we are presented with a 
competing set of priorities and values, and if we allow them to control our lives, they will leave no room for 
the things that give life. So as we face the future, fresh from the joy of the celebrations of this month, there are 
three things that I will ask of all of you. 
 
1. Please come to Church, and please come on time.  
2. Please make time and space for our Lord Jesus Christ in your home and daily life.  
3. Please take part in the ministries and life of the Church beyond Sunday, and make sure that you are living 
your life with your Christian community. 
 
We will be talking more about these things in this space in the months to come, as we tackle these challenges 
together. But if we can all take a moment to commit ourselves to this manner of life, we can be assured that the 
Lord will work wonders with our lives when we offer them to Him. And if we ever doubt the truth of this, we 
have only to reflect on the last hundred years, and the countless miracles that the Lord has accomplished 
through the simple, consistent faithfulness of those who have come before us, and have given us the gift of this 
Church of the Annunciation, here in Dayton, Ohio. 
 
May their memory be eternal, and may we be worthy of their faithfulness, 
 
With love in the Risen Lord, 
 
+Fr. Anthony Cook 
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Young At Heart: May 
 

May’s Young at Heart Luncheon is 
Thursday, May 19 at 11:30am. This 

month’s lunch is sponsored by AIF and the 
speaker will be Patty Santoanni, ACSM 

Certified Personal Trainer for City of 
Kettering who will be demonstrating 

exercises for seniors. 
 

   

Philoptochos News 
                                
March CCM Thank You:  Chairs 
Renee Nicholas and Kathy Spyrou 
express their thanks to the church 
ministries and individuals who created 
and donated birthday cards for the 
March CCM For the Love of 

Children.  These special birthday cards are used by 
the organization to give children gift cards on their 
special day.  No child is forgotten.  Many thanks to 
JOY, GOYA, Missy Fote’s Oakview Elementary 3rd 
grade students and Chris Makaritis for the beautiful 
cards.  Thank you to all who donated money towards 
buying gift cards.  A special donation was made by a 
parishioner in behalf of her daughter’s birthday.  A 
total of $1950 was donated to the organization For the 
Love of Children. 
 

 
 
Palm Sunday Luncheon: Thank you to Linda Bouris, 
Tina Day and Missy Fote for chairing the Palm 
Sunday luncheon, April 17.  It was a lovely event 
enjoyed by all.   
 
Metropolis Board No Show Fundraiser:  The 
Metropolis Board invites you to make a donation to 
support Philoptochos Metropolis Charities in Honor of 
or In Memory of the special men in your 
life. Philoptochos is an army of women who can 
accomplish almost any task, however, for many of our 
events we are blessed with help and support fzrom our 
husbands, sons, fathers, grandfathers, godsons, clergy, 
Koumbara and friends. Donations can be made 
through May 31st.  See Nikki Burns for a donation 
form.  

Christos Anesti! 
 
 
 

Missions & Outreach 
Committee 
 

We will be volunteering at 
Hannah’s Treasure Chest on:  
 

Thursday, May 12 from 1:00pm-
3:00pm. 
Thursday, May 28 from 9:00am-
11:00am. 
 

If you would like to join us, contact Maria McFarland 
937.409.9876 

Daughters of Penelope & AHEPA News & Updates 
 

Our Next meeting will be Thursday, May 12, at the AHEPA Apartments at 6:00. This will be a joint dinner 
and meeting with our Brother AHEPAns and Father Anthony as our guest speaker. Members please look for 
additional details in your email. 
  
Please bring or mail your check to pay your membership dues of $35.00 for 2022! If you still owe for 
2020 and/or 2021 it is understandable. Please mail your checks payable to Daughters of Penelope to Tracy 
Gearon, Chapter Treasurer, 5385 Oakton Cir., Dayton, Oh 45440. Thank you! 
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100th Anniversary History Display: “Living the 
Faith” 

Throughout our past century, each member of the Dayton Annunciation Parish 
is an important part of our story. In addition to attending liturgies and activities, 
the sacraments (mysteries) of baptism, chrismation and marriage are significant 
personal life events, shared by many. As part of the 100th Celebration History 
Exhibit, we are planning a photo display of these beautiful sacraments. 
 
Please participate by sending photos of yourself and family members to include 
on our Sacrament Wall. We anticipate the wall will be filled with photos 
celebrating our Church’s 100 years through the Mysteries of our Lord and 
Savior.   
 

The following are guidelines:  
• Member of Dayton Annunciation Parish at one 

time or another from 1900-2022. Also, include 
members married before Church charter was 
signed in 1900. 

• Photo in or around church is best 
• Bride and/or Groom together or with parents, or 

ceremony 
• Baptized individual, alone or with parents, and/or 

Godparents 
• Picture of chrismation with or without sponsors 
• Photo with no more than 6 - 8 people will show 

better 
• One photo per event, please. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to take a photo of your photo with a cell phone: 
1. Take the photo out of the frame or out of a scrap-

book plastic sleeve to prevent a glare 
2. Place your photo on a flat surface, such as table or 

floor. Make sure your image is flat and not curled. 
3. Check to be sure the lighting on the image is even. 

Watch for overhead lighting which can create 
shadows on the photo. Taking the photo outside in 
open shade (like on a porch) is best. 

4. Aim your phone, directly over the image, making 
sure it is as square as possible. 

5. Line up the 2 longest sides of the photo with 2 
edges of viewfinder to make the image as big as 
possible without cropping.  

6. Focus the camera; hold still and snap the photo. 
 

To submit your photo:  
 
Email the photo to agoc.100th@gmail.com and include full names of those partaking in Sacrament and event 
date with email. Please submit your photos as soon as possible to assure success but there is a firm deadline 
May 13, 2022. Contact Evanthia Valassiades with questions.  

100th Invitations: Due May 13! 

Reservations for the 100th Anniversary Dinner Dance at the Dayton Marriot are due May 13th. Please turn 

yours in to the office as soon as possible to make sure your spot is reserved! 

 

Contact the office with questions: 937-224-0601 or office@daytonannunciation.org  
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A Good Word from Catechism School 

It was FANTASTIC to be back in our classrooms this year!   
 
Thank you, parents and grandparents for bringing your children to catechism 
school. We loved teaching your children! 
 
Sunday, May 15th - Last day of class. EARLY START: report to class at 9:30am. 
Students and teachers will return to church to receive Holy Communion and the end 
of the year presentations. 
 
Please join us in thanking our dedicated VOLUNTEER teachers: 
• Lisa Panson (Cherubs & Angels) 
• Leah Derksen & Arianna Milanese (Pre-K) 
• Heather and Joe Saloom (1st) 
• Maria and Keith McFarland (2nd) 
• Presvytera Elisabeth Cook, Presvytera Elyse McClish (3rd) 
• Christina Panagouleas-Stephens (4th/5th) 
• David Panson (6th/7th/8th) 
• Michael Mastromichalis (9th/10th) and Mary Jannides (11th/12th). 
 

We also want to thank our substitute teachers: 
Sandy Angelopoulos, Sophia and Victoria Angelopoulos, Harriet Argue, Stacy Bam-
bakidis Thomai Bessler, Tina Day, Missy Fote, Dena Inempolidis, Kate Poeppelman, Na-
dine Shamma and Dr. James Tsatalis. 
 
A special thank you to Marina Zagaris who creates our beautiful bulletin board displays. 
 
We wish you all a blessed, safe and happy summer. 
 
In His Service, 
Melissa Holland, Rebecca James and Katina Tsatalis 

 

Myrrh-bearing Girls  
 
Thank you to the 9 girls who beautifully and respectfully represented the "Myrrh Bearing Women" in the 
Lamentation service on Great Friday: Julia Inempolidis, Evie Inempolidis, Sophia Jannides, Darija Lackovich-
Van Gorp, Sophia Lander, Alexa Melampy, Lucy Poeppelman,  Nia Poeppelman and Alex Stephens.  

REMEMBER... 

Parish  
Registry 

Funerals 
4/25 +Marika Dimitriu 
 
40 Day Blessings 
4/3 Elena Pericleous  
4/16 Alexander Spyrou 
 
Weddings 
4/30 Balouris-Abboud 
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May HOPE/JOY Events 
 

Join us at Young’s Jersey 
Dairy Farm for putt putt golf, 
fellowship, and ice cream on 
Sunday, May 22 from 3:00-
5:00. RSVP to Maria 
McFarland 937.409.9876.  

 

May GOYA Events  
 

The next GOYA event will be our May 
14 service project at the Kettering 
backpack program. Contact Tina Day 
with questions! 

Summer Vacation Church 
School! 

  
Calling all children ages 3-11! 
 
Who wants to spend an amazing week learning about 
saints, singing hymns, doing arts & crafts and playing 
games? Oh and did I mention the free lunch? Children 
from St. Paul's Orthodox Church will also be joining us. 
If this sounds like something amazing that you would 
like to do, then make sure to sign up using the 
registration link that was emailed out.  
  
If you are a parent or any adult that would like to 
volunteer and help out in some way, please text Missy 
Fote at 937-219-4211 or email her 
at mace10@earthlink.net. We have quite a few open 
spots that we need help with!  

 

2022 Graduates & Recognition Sunday 
Please submit pictures and write ups about this year’s 

graduates to erin.caldwell@daytonannunciation.org for the 

June True Vine.  

Please also mark your calendars for June 12 - 

Recognition Sunday! 
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Dayton Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church 100th  
Celebration Night at the  

Dayton Dragons! 

 

Friday, June 3, 2022, 7:05 p.m. 
Dayton Dragons vs. South Bend Cubs  

  
Come have a great time at a Dayton Dragons game! 
Tickets are $14/per person and will be texted 
straight to your mobile device (or mailed to you for 
a $2 convenience fee). 
 
What's included: 
•    Ticket in the group seating section 
•    50% of all ticket sales goes back to the Dayton 
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
•    DEADLINE TO ORDER: Friday, May 20, 2022 
 
How to order: 
•    Call the ticket representative at (937) 228-2287 
EXT. 107    

 

Go, Dayton Dragons! 

 From the Stewardship Committee 

 “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 1 
Peter 4:10 
 
Christ is Risen! As 2022 marches on, and we are basking in the glory of our Resurrected Lord, we thought it 
was perfect timing to share some stewardship news! 
 

• The number of stewardship pledges have continued to stay constant, however, the amount of each pledge 
however has declined. 

• There is a deficit of 10% between last year and this year’s pledge amounts. 
 
What does that mean? There is less money in our operating budget. In addition, our normal operating costs 
have increased, and as with any aging structure, we have some building needs that are rounding the corner. 
 
What can I do? Fabulous news: you can help keep our church healthy and vibrant! The day to day goal of any 
healthy community is to cover all operating costs with stewardship. If every parishioner gave the same amount 
of stewardship this year as last year (or even better, gave 5-10% more than they did last year), we would be in 
GREAT shape!   
 
How can I do this? You can donate online - monthly, weekly or you can use those nifty stewardship enve-
lopes in the pews. We pass a tray every Sunday and using those envelopes is a fabulous way to have your 
weekly offering count towards your stewardship goal. 
 
This month we will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of our beautiful church. The sacrifices made by those who 
came before us, who had far less than we have now, are a testament to strong faith, love and resolve. We pray 
that we may be so “generously bold” and that our love for God, our faith and each other carry us another 100 
years.  
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Annunciation Greek  

Orthodox Church 

 
Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Anthony Cook 
Presiding Priest 
franthony@daytonannunciation.org 
 
Office Staff: 
Deborah Stringfield 
Administrative Assistant 
office@daytonannunciation.org 
 
Erin Caldwell 
Office Manager/Rental Coordinator 
erin.caldwell@daytonannunciation.org 
 
Brenda Day 
Bookkeeper 
accountant@daytonannunciation.org 
 
Parish Council 
Rev. Fr. Anthony Cook 
Proistamenos  

Jim Haubrock 
President 
 
Isidora Tsonis-Margioras 
Vice President 
 
Stavro Ververis 
Secretary 
 
Demetri Inempolidis 
Treasurer 
 
Members: 

Linda Bouris 

Christina Day 

Mary Haritos 

Linda Kididis  

Matt McAlpine 

Christina Panagouleas-Stephens 

Chris Pulos 

Nick Regopoulos 

Kenya Smith 

Stacey Tipler 

Athena Zavakos 

Woodland Cemetery Plots 

Our Parish has made available 
cemetery plots in Woodland 
Cemetery. These plots are offered at 
a reduced price to members of the 
parish in good standing. 

Parishioners may visit Woodland, 
the staff there will provide a map to 
our section (309, Lot 90, Tier 1, 2, 3 
and 4) for inspection. The purchase 
process begins at the church. Interested parties should contact Brenda 
Day, the church bookkeeper to begin the process. 

The price of each plot is $2,250.00 with payment due in full. 
Unfortunately, we cannot accept partial payment for reserving a plot. 
Buyers will receive a deed to their plot, evidencing ownership from the 
cemetery. 

For more information or to purchase a cemetery plot, please contact 
Brenda Day at accountant@daytonannunciation.org or leave her a 
message at the church 937-224-0601. 

Parish Council Announcements 
Money Raised for Ukrainian Support  
We raised $12,572 from YOUR generous parishioners and a matching 
donation from Dr. & Mrs. Shamma. Additionally, AIF donated 
$25,000. That made a total donation of $37,572.34 from our parish to 
International Orthodox Christian Charities in support of the people of 
Ukraine. THANK YOU! 

Administrative/Staffing Updates 
We would like to introduce Deborah Stringfield. She will be working 
in the front office and working closely with Erin to learn the ropes. 
We have hired two new housekeeping staff: Kisil Bullock and Angie 
Outlar. You will see them around helping various projects & cleaning 
so please greet them! 
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Thank you: Holy Week & Pascha 2022 
Christ is Risen! Christos Anesti! 

 

In every Vespers service, we remember and ask God’s blessings on all those “who do 
charitable work, for those who serve in this holy house, for those who labor, teach, and 
sing, and for all the people here present who await your great and rich mercy.” The list 

below represents just a few specific examples of people in those categories who deserve 
our appreciation and thanks after our 2022 Holy Week and Pascha services and 

celebrations. 
 

Thank you to Toni Moraites for all her assistance with flowers, set up, and more during 
Holy Week Services.  
 

Thank you to all who have donated to cover the costs of flowers purchased throughout 
Lent, Holy Week and Pascha. The church looked beautiful! 
 

Thank you to all who joined us for Lazarus Saturday. Thank you to 
Alexis Brun and all who helped lead & fold palm crosses. Thank you 
to all who cooked and served pancakes after the service, and for the 
clean up crew! We were joined by Tina Day & the GOYANS, Maria 
McFarland & the HOPE/JOY children and our catechism school 
families and directors Katina Tsatalis, Melissa Holland & Rebecca 
James—thank you for making our Holy Week celebrations a priority 
in your schedules.  
 

Thank you to Linda Bouris (and Harry) for setting up and organizing the Palm Sunday luncheon and basket 
raffle. Special thanks to all who donated baskets for the raffle as well! 
 

On Holy Wednesday, we had a expert group of young readers during the Unction 
services. Many thanks to them and to their parents for facilitating their 
participation in these services. Thanks also to the Karras family for providing the 
two Lenten meals after the services. 
 

Thank you to the youth and parents who stayed after the service to read the 
Psalms.  
 

On Holy Friday, HOPE/JOY (with help from GOYA) spent the morning and early 
afternoon decorating and cleaning our church. Thank you! 
 

Thank you to our visiting chanter Jimmy Smith and all our other “homegrown” chanters 
and readers throughout the week. 
Thank you to our altar boys and adult altar servers. 
Thank you to the choir members directed by Ernie Stathes.  
Thank you to the myrrh-bearing girls on Holy Friday. 
Thank you to those who made prosphora.  
Thank you to Harriet Argue and her team of ushers. Parish council members who 

assisted as ushers and in many other ways.  
Thank you to Harriet Argue & Maria 
Abboud who dyed & packaged eggs. 
 

Thank you also to all those whom we did not list by forgetfulness 
or because of the multitude of names. God sees your faithfulness 
& hard work! If you noticed someone who helped while you 
attended services, take a moment to thank them the next time you 
see them in church.  
 

You may also want take a moment and view the Holy Week 
photos in our church’s Facebook group taken by Linda Bouris and 
Alex Fote, Michael Day, and others (thank you!).  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

1 
 
8:15a Matins 
9:30a Liturgy 
11a Catechism 
School 
Coffee Hour 
 

2 
 
5:30p Greek 
School 
7p Zoom 
Catechism Class 
7:30p Choir 
rehearsal 

3 4 5 
 
10a Philoptochos 
Meeting 
 

6 
 

7 
11a Philoptochos 
Charity Luncheon 
at the Presidential 

8 
 
8:15a Matins 
9:30a Liturgy 
Catechism School 
Coffee Hour 
 

9 
 
5:30p Greek 
School 
7p Catechism 
Class 
7p Choir 
rehearsal 

10 
 

11 12 
 
6pm DOP/
AHEPA Meeting 

13 14 
 

15 
 
8:15a Matins 
9:30a Liturgy 
Catechism School 
(last day!) 
Coffee Hour 

16 
 
5:30p Greek 
School Exams 
7p Catechism 
Class 
7p Choir 
rehearsal 

17 
 
6:30p AIF 
Meeting 

18 
 
6:30p Parish 
Council Meeting 

19 
 
11:30a Young at 
Heart Luncheon 
6p, Festival 
Meeting 

20 
 

21 
6p Pre-concert talk  
7p Capella 
Romana Concert & 
Reception 

22 
 
8:15a Matins 
9:30a Liturgy 
Coffee Hour 

23 
 
5:30p Greek 
School Awards 
Ceremony 
7p Catechism 
Class 
7p Choir 
rehearsal 
 
 

24 25 26 
 

27 28 
 
6p 100th 
Anniversary 
Dinner Dance @  
Dayton Marriot 

29 
 
8:15a Matins 
9:30a Liturgy 
100th 
Anniversary 
Coffee Hour 

30 
 
7p Zoom 
Catechism Class 
7p Choir 
rehearsal 

     

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church Events: May 2022 




